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Research highlights

NASA’s Ames Research Center

In an exclusive interview, Head of NASA's

Ames Research Center Dr Simon P Worden
discusses the Center’s research, as far-reaching
as other galaxies, and its aims to impact on

life a little closer to home. Founded in 1939,
Ames has taken part in groundbreaking work
including the blunt body re-entry concept

that revolutionised early space exploration in
the 1950s and the recent Kepler mission

American Meteorological Society

AMS was established in 1919 to provide a
foundation for progress in meteorology and
does so by offering the community conferences,
journals, and education and policy activities.
Here, William Gail, President, speaks about
how the organisation is striving to have a bigger
impact on society and facilitating increased
collaboration between Earth system scientists

Association of Environmental
& Engineering Geologists

As AEG begins to gain greater prominence
worldwide, newly elected President Ken Fergason
describes his enthusiasm for the role and the
field of engineering geology. Applied geology,

an understudied and underfunded research

area, is critical for public safety and Fergason
highlights the need for international cooperation
to ensure that knowledge and expertise are
transferred within the research community

to tackle the field's biggest challenges
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To find out how you can feature in International Innovation,
please contact Carlton Romaine: cromainef@researchmedia.eu
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EAAE is a network of economists and other professionals working on agro-foed and environmental
issues. Here, President of the Association Giovanni Anania speaks of the enduring need for
sensible food and agricultural economic policies and outlines how the field needs to react to old
and emerging global problems such as undernourishment, obesity and fairness along food chains
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Could you begin with a brief overview of the European Association
of Agricultural Economists (EAAE) and describe its key present foci?

EAAE brings together economists and others interested in the problems
facing agriculture, food and food industries, the environment and

rural development in Europe. The two main objectives are to further
knowledge and understanding in the area of agricultural, food,

rural development and environmental economics, especially in the
European context, and facilitate the exchange of experience, ideas

and information between economists working on these issues.

The research of most of our members focuses on issues related, directly
or indirectly, to basic rights in food production and consumption:
everybody's right to food; the right for all people involved in food chains
to receive fair remuneration for their contribution; and the right of future
generations to receive natural resources from us which are not less, in
quantity and quality, than those we received from previous generations.

How has the organisation developed since its creation in 1975?

Since its inception, EAAE has been steadily growing in terms of
membership, geographical representation, areas of interest and
activities. EAAE has increased its membership over the years to
more than 1,500 members today. Economists belonging to EAAE
are from more than 70 countries extending over all continents.

Since 1975, the areas of interest of EAAE membership have evolved to
respond quickly to changes in societal concerns. The research agenda

has moved progressively away from being mostly farm management

and national agricultural policy analysis orientated, to include issues
related to rural development, the environmental impact of agricultural
activities and policy interventions, the implications for food and food
markets of the world becoming more and more globalised, and consumer
issues, including the persistence of malnutrition and rapidly rising

levels of obesity. The evolution of communication technologies has
necessitated a continuous adaptation process to the new opportunities.

What is your background and how did you come
to occupy the role of President of EAAE?

I hold postgraduate degrees from the Universities of Naples (MS in
Agricultural Economics), University of Essex (MA in Social Science
Data Analysis) and University of California, Davis (PhD in Agricultural
Economics). My main areas of interest are agricultural policy analysis,
with an emphasis on the Common Agricultural Policy of the European
Union, World Trade Organization negotiations and quantitative
methods for trade policy analysis. | have been participating in EAAE
activities (and benefiting from them!) since | was a graduate student.
| was elected on the Board of the Association for a six-year term in
2002-08. Three years later, | was elected Vice President for 2011-14
and, finally, | was confirmed as President for the 2014-17 triennial
period at the EAAE Congress in Ljubljana, Slovenia, last August.

Which key goals do you plan to achieve during your term?

The current Board of the Association will pursue three main objectives
for the 2014-17 term. Firstly, we want to make sure we continue to
provide our membership and society at large with services of the

same quality as in recent years. Secondly, we are locking to more
effectively disseminate information on what we and our membership

do (mainly by redesigning and re-engineering the EAAE website and
better exploiting the potentialities of rapidly evolving social media).
Finally, we hope to expand our activities that specifically seek to address
the needs of members who are in the early stages of their careers.

How can connections between agricultural economists across
the globe be enhanced and what is the importance of this?

A strategy to reduce poverty and expand food production in a socially
and environmentally sustainable way also involves adopting effective
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policies (and avoiding those which would work against achieving
these objectives). The role of economists whose research focuses
on food markets and the implications of policy interventions

for food production and rural development is important for the
knowledge basis it can provide for decision making by both private
and public relevant actors, as well as for the coordination needed
to fight such global challenges at the international level.

In fact, in addition to promoting the dissemination of quality research
in our highly ranked scientific journal, the Furopean Review of
Agricultural Economics, EAAE, in cooperation with the Agricultural
Economics Society, has been publishing FuroChoices since 2001, a
journal which is specifically devoted to the dissemination of research
results with an evident, timely social relevance to a wide audience,
extending well outside the boundaries of the academic world. EAAE
also acts to facilitate global cooperation and interaction between
agricultural economists by promoting events on highly relevant
global issues jointly with other leading international scientific
organisations, such as the American Agricultural and Applied
Economics Association, Australian Agriculture and Resource Economics
Society and International Association of Agricultural Economists.

Can you give an insight into some of the
events organised by the Association?

In addition to our triennial congresses, which usually involve 700-800
participants, EAAE promotes a few seminars every year. These are
two- to three-day gatherings of a relatively small number of members
(most often about 50) interested in exchanges and discussion of
ongoing research on a specific topic. Seminars are meant to provide
more possibilities than a large-scale congress for scientific exchanges
and informal interaction with colleagues who are working in the

same area. EAAE seminars have proven a successful format with more
than 140 having been organised to date. In a few instances a seminar
developed into what we call a forum, ie. a series of annual, or biannual,
seminars focusing on different topics within the same research area.

Past congresses

EAAE organises a congress every three years on a theme
of global relevance

Agri-Food and Rural Innovations for Healthier
Societies — Ljubljana, 2014

People, Food and Environments: Global Trends
cnd Europecm Strategy — Ghent, 2008

What would you define as the key problems facing
the agricultural and food industries?

The main problem | see for the agro-food sector today is guaranteeing
that every single person on the globe has access to enough food,

in quantity and quality, to be able to live a healthy life. Still today,
more than 800 million people — 11.3 per cent of world population

- suffer from malnutrition. While the number of undernourished
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The main problem I see for

the agro-food sector today is
guaranteeing that every single
person on the globe has access
to enough food, in quantity
and quality, to e able to live a
hedalthy life

people has been declining (in 1990-92 they were a little over

1 billion; 18.7 per cent of the population), the speed at which
this figure has been declining is much slower than desirable and
the decline unevenly distributed across regions. In sub-Saharan
Africa, almost one-quarter of the population is malnourished
and this number has increased between 1990 and today from
176 million (33.3 per cent of the population) to 214 million.

Today, malnutrition is not caused by an insufficient availability of
food; in fact, enough food is available to adequately feed everybody,
not only globally, but also at a regional level. Undernourishment is
caused by the poverty in which a large share of the world population
lives, which makes households unable to buy the food they need
and which is available locally. Nevertheless, agriculture still plays an
important role in reducing malnutrition: because of the importance
of agricultural development in reducing poverty in rural areas, and
due to the fact that the capacity of agriculture to keep expanding
food production at a rate comparable to the, still extremely

high, rate at which the population is expected to grow cannot be
taken for granted. Moreover, reducing poverty and eradicating
undernourishment needs to be pursued in an environmentally
sustainable way. Simultaneously, an equitable distribution of the
value generated in agro-food chains among all actors involved in
each link, from input providers at one end, to farm workers, farmers,
processors, traders and, at the opposite end, retailers is crucial.

How can these challenges be surmounted?

It is possible to overcome these issues by developing and adopting new,
effective and socially and environmentally sustainable food production
practices, and by promoting inclusive growth in developing countries,
ie. growth which not only makes average per capita income increase,
but, most importantly, reduces the number of people in poverty.
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